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Washington, D.C. – Today, Congressman Jerry McNerney (CA-11), Congressman George Miller (CA-7), and Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher (CA-10) announced that Contra Costa County will receive $517,000 for the cleanup of the Mount Diablo Mercury Mine in eastern Contra Costa County.

The Bay Area Representatives are responsible for securing this important funding, which was the County’s number one priority funding request for 2008, through the Army Corp of Engineers.

“Cleaning up this abandoned mine will make a big difference in the health of eastern Contra Costa communities and, ultimately, for much of the Bay Area.  After all, runoff into the Marsh Creek watershed eventually ends up in the Bay,” said Rep. McNerney.  “I was happy be able to work with my colleagues and neighbors, Ellen Tauscher and George Miller, to secure these funds.”

“The mine clean-up is simply something that needs to be done. Reducing mercury levels washed into the Bay and surrounding communities will contribute to our overall health and that of the environment,” said Rep. Tauscher.  “The communities of Eastern Contra Costa County and the surrounding areas made this clean-up a priority and my colleagues and I shared their sentiment; it’s this type of unified approach that gets things done.”

Federal Glover, chairman of the Contra Costa Board of Supervisors, said, “The Mt. Diablo mercury mine cleanup was the County’s number one federal priority for 2008.  We very much appreciate the efforts of Representatives McNerney, Miller and Tauscher for their persistent and effective efforts to secure funding from Washington that will allow us to begin work on the cleanup.  The mine is a significant source of mercury in the San Francisco Bay.”

A description of the project appears below:

$517,000 for Abandoned Mine Cleanup at Mount Diablo

Funding will be used to help clean up the abandoned Mount Diablo Mercury Mine in eastern Contra Costa County by funding the preliminary design and planning studies for cleanup.  Currently, due to the condition of the facility, mercury from the abandoned mine is washed into the Marsh Creek Watershed, near the eastern Contra Costa cities of Oakley and Brentwood, and ultimately downstream into San Francisco Bay.
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